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China Proposes Tariff Exemptions on Selected US Shipments 

 

China is considering exempting 131 US products, about 28% of total imports from its additional 125% 

tariffs, according to the First Batch List of Reciprocal Tariff Exempted Commodities. While this provides 

no timeline for implementation, it highlights key items proposed for exemption, including polyethylene (PE) 

and feedstock ethane, which are vital to the US chemical sector. All main grades of PE are included in the 

exemption list, offering potential relief for US producers heavily impacted by the tariffs. However, ethylene 

glycol (EG), another major US chemical export to China, is notably absent from the proposed list. The 

move comes amid escalating trade tensions, with the US raising tariffs on Chinese imports to 145%. The 

proposed exemptions could signal a step toward easing trade friction between the two countries, especially 

in critical industrial sectors like chemicals. See the full list of chemicals proposed to be exempted below 

along with total imports since 2022 below. 
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Chemical
Imported Quantity From the 

US 2022 - 2025
Imported Quantity From the 

World 2022 - 2025

*Ethane 

*Other saturated acyclic hydrocarbons

2,3,3,3-Tetrafluoropropene (HFO-1234yf), 1,3,3,3-tetrafluoropropene (HFO-1234ze) and (Z)-1,1,1,4,4,4-hexafluoro-2-butene (HFO-1336mzz)1 2

Other halogenated derivatives of aromatic hydrocarbons 11 60

Other diols 56 363

Other organo-sulphur compounds 63 204

Other heterocyclic compounds with oxygen hetero-atom(s) only 3 15

Other compounds containing an unfused pyridine ring (whether or not hydrogenated) in the structure 12 30

Other compounds containing a pyrimidine ring or piperazine ring (whether or not hydrogenated) in the structure 8 25

Other lactams 7 35

Other heterocyclic compounds with nitrogen hetero-atom(s) only 1 79

Other heterocyclic compounds 1 37

Dexamethasone 0 0

Cefalexin and its salts 0 0

Other antibiotics 1 1

Polyethylene glycol waxes 14 49

Polyethylene having a specific gravity of less than 0.94, in primary forms 1253 8562

Polyethylene having a specific gravity of 0.94 or more, in primary forms 1711 15388

Linear low density polyethylene 2592 13524

Other polymers of ethylene, in primary forms 173 2277

Other polymers of styrene, in primary forms 48 1350

Chemical wood pulp, dissolving grades 588 10472

Total 18850 64893

* Sum of imported quantities of Ethane and Other saturated acyclic hydrocarbons

12305 12419
Units in 000 tonnes
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SHORT TERM OUTLOOK – OIL TANKER MARKET 

A monthly report covering the next four months and including trends in oil 

supply, demand and trade, tanker demand and supply, spot, and time charter 

rates for MRs up to VLCCs, comparisons with FFAs plus the latest news on 

developments impacting the oil and tanker sectors. 
 

MEDIUM TERM OUTLOOK – OIL TANKER MARKET 

Concise analyses of topical issues, consistent market data series and views 

on future trends in tanker charter rates. The report covers Oil Prices; 

Economic Developments; Oil Demand and Supply; Trade; Tanker Demand, 

Supply and Rates. Sent to clients around January, April, July and October 

each year 
 

SHORT TERM OUTLOOK – VLGC MARKET 

A monthly report looking four months ahead at likely trends in the VLGC Spot 

Market with the latest on key LPG carrier trades, benchmark LPG prices, 

arbitrage developments, a comparison with FFAs and recent news 

 

MEDIUM TERM OUTLOOK – LPG CARRIER MARKET 

A quarterly series of regular reviews, analyses and forecasts of the LPG 

Carrier Market. The report covers Economic Developments; LPG production, 

consumption and pricing; LPG, chemical gases and ammonia trade, LPG 

Carrier Demand, Supply and Rates for Fully Ref, Semi-Ref and Pressurised 

Ships. Reports sent to clients around January, April, July and October each 

year. 
 

CHEMICAL CARRIER WORLD SERVICE 

An annual consultancy service currently providing Clients with an Annual 

Fundamentals Report, a Forecast Update, two quarterly Market Monitors, 

Monthly Commodity Trade Bulletins for key countries, an annual presentation 

on the market outlook and access to RLA’s consultant’s and analysts to 

discuss issues arising from these reports. 

 

 

 

 


